
Ferret Not Drinking
What to do if your ferret is not drinking?

By Alicia Drakiotes

What can you do if your ferret refuses to drink?

1. Check to make sure the water is fresh.

2. Make sure the water is not cold. We believe cold water is refreshing, but a ferret’s body temperature is higher than a
human’s, so ingesting cold water can irritate gastrointestinal tissues.

3. Check the water bottle or dish to make sure it is clean.

4. If you’re offering tap water, check that no water cautions are in effect. Ferrets have a keen sense of smell and may pick
up a foul odor we cannot discern.

5. If a water caution is in effect, boil and cool tap water before supplying it to your ferret.

6. If you are using a plastic bowl or bottle, try substituting with a glass (ceramic) bowl or bottle. At times petroleum products
can cause allergic reactions or may taint the smell of the water.

7. If you notice the ferret refusing to drink from its bottle after checking all of the above tips, try offering water in a bowl. If it
still does not drink on its own, offer it water using a dropper.

8. If your ferret is still not drinking, is lethargic and appears dehydrated, see your veterinarian right away.


