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Saving Ferret Lives

Two pet ferrets led the way to a family’s 10-year passion for saving ferret lives.
By Becky Moffitt
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Courtesy of Becky Moffitt
Ferrets give so much love that Becky Moffitt can't imagine life without them.

Back in November 1999 and October 2000, we bought our first pet store ferrets. Then in March 2003, my daughter called
saying that someone was giving away a ferret they didn't want. | tried to put her off, because we already had two ferrets and
we lived in a trailer. She called again and said to come look at him. | knew | was had. Needless to say, ferret No. 3 joined
the family.

In June we were moving to a house and went to look for items for it. We stopped at a pet shop to look, and it was an awful
place. Among other things, they had five ferrets crammed into a little cage. The store was moving locations, and we were
told that if someone didn't buy the ferrets, they would be euthanized. We were the someones. (Fortunately, that store shut
down permanently.)

We moved at the end of June with eight ferrets. In September, our old neighbors asked if we wanted their ferret. They didn't
want him anymore. Yep, he became No. 9.

All was quiet until February 2004 when my brother-in-law called. His friend had two ferrets and didn't want them. The friend
had tried to get the dog pound to put them to sleep, but they wouldn't. He said if no one took them he would let them loose
outside. And so No. 10 and No. 11 arrived. Enough? Apparently not.

With March and April of 2005, two more ferrets arrived. Then tragedy struck. Two of our rescues died within two weeks and
a day from each other, one from cancer and the second from a kidney stone. We were devastated. We decided no more.
The grief was too much. That lasted until May.

Between May and December we rescued eight more ferrets, the last one from a pet shop that called us that they had a sick
ferret. She had been sick longer than we were told. They said if we wanted her we could have her. They weren't going to put
any money in her. We called our veterinarian from there, but before our veterinarian could call back, that poor baby died in
my arms. | wish | could say that shop was closed down, but it's not. We tried.

In May 2006, we rescued a little adrenal ferret that was almost completely bald. May and December 2007 added two more
ferrets to our group. The ferret in December was found on the side of the road. She was taken to the dog pound. My
daughter adopted her for us for Christmas.

We will probably never stop rescuing ferrets. We would take in a ferret even if it only had a week to live. That would give the
ferret a week of love and care that it has lacked. We have experienced diseases and illnesses with ferrets but can't imagine
not having even one of our precious babies. Rescuing ferrets is very rewarding. The love ferrets give you cannot be
measured. We have had a total of 26 ferrets and presently have 10.

It used to be if we get another ferret, now it's when.

Got a ferret story of your own? Share it! Click Here>>
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