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Ferret Life Span And Comparison To Pet Rats
How long do rats and ferrets live, and which is the better pet?
By Ailigh Vanderbush

Posted: November 1, 2009, 5 a.m. EST

Q: How long do ferrets live, and are they a better pet than a rat?

A: The average life span of a ferret is six to eight years, while a rat usually lives two to three years, so a ferret can live
about twice as long as a rat.

Your second question is a little more subjective. | had pet ferrets first, but | also have pet rats. | think your own ability to
prepare for either should be the deciding factor.

Overall, rats are smaller, require less expensive food, and generally require less veterinary care. Both ferrets and rats are
fun to play with and train.
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